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(A161, R215, H5205)

[bookmark: at_4065ddf61]AN ACT TO AMEND THE SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS BY ADDING ARTICLE 4 TO CHAPTER 101, TITLE 59 SO AS TO REQUIRE EACH PUBLIC COLLEGE, UNIVERSITY, AND TECHNICAL COLLEGE IN THIS STATE TO IMPLEMENT A SAFETY TRAINING PROGRAM FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS, TO PROVIDE EXCLUSIONS FROM THE PROGRAMS, TO PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS OF THE PROGRAMS, TO REQUIRE CERTAIN REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, AND TO PROVIDE ENFORCEMENT MECHANISMS, AMONG OTHER THINGS; AND BY ADDING SECTION 59‑101‑440 SO AS TO PROVIDE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING IN THIS STATE SHALL MAKE OPIOID AND FENTANYL PREVENTION EDUCATION AND AWARENESS INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO ENROLLED STUDENTS, AND TO PROVIDE RELATED REQUIREMENTS AND DEFINITIONS.

[bookmark: ew_8b1900b4f]Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

College safety training programs for students

[bookmark: bs_num_1_dcea7feb9][bookmark: dl_b3b24bbb8]SECTION 1.	Chapter 101, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: up_8ffa2ccb1]Article 4

[bookmark: up_8553dcd32]College Safety Training Programs for Students

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N810_359d2ac53][bookmark: up_ee537c863]	Section 59‑101‑810.	As used in this article:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S1_lv1_59b22e334]		(1) “Institution of higher learning” is defined pursuant to Section 59‑103‑5.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S2_lv1_c949b5c25]		(2) “Public safety director” means the director or equivalent designated leader of a campus public safety department.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S3_lv1_2dc4708e9]		(3) “Campus public safety department” means the division of an institution of higher learning that provides law enforcement and safety services to the institution.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N810S4_lv1_4c1219b7a]		(4) “Affiliated” means anyone who possessed or possesses a valid campus identification at the time the alleged crime occurred including, but not limited to, students, faculty, staff, and contractors.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N820_683a54f64][bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SA_lv1_a57dd61e0]	Section 59‑101‑820.	(A) Beginning with the 2027‑2028 School Year, each institution of higher learning shall develop and implement a safety training program for all new students. The training must be administered during the student’s initial orientation or within the first thirty days of the student’s arrival on campus. The provisions of this subsection apply to undergraduate and graduate students who are enrolled on a full‑time or part‑time basis and physically attend class on campus. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_2a2c9f503]		(1) students who are only enrolled in adult education, dual enrollment, or certificate programs;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_d991025d1]		(2) continuing education students; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S3_lv2_4608c9bbf]		(3) transient students.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SB_lv1_c0ecc2e76][bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_79668c6cb]	(B)(1) The training program for an institution of higher learning to which the provisions of this article apply must be developed by the institution’s public safety director, in coordination with the institution’s president and governing board. In the absence of a campus public safety department, a technical college shall contract with the security personnel that it uses on campus to develop and implement the student safety training in coordination with the president and governing board.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_f96d28e44]		(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of item (1), the President of the University of South Carolina system, in coordination with the governing board, shall work with the appropriate administrative personnel or public safety personnel at each system institution to ensure that each campus implements a training program as required by this chapter.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S3_lv2_c787ead39]		(3) The content, format, and delivery method of the training must be determined by each institution and may include orientation programs, first‑year experience courses, online modules, or any other methods considered appropriate by the institution.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SC_lv1_65b408b5b]	(C) The student safety training program must include information and instruction on the following topics:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_06e0fe299]		(1) personal safety and situational awareness on campus;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_41c37148a]		(2) emergency procedures, including evacuation, lockdown, and shelter‑in‑place protocols;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S3_lv2_e33df74fc]		(3) how to access campus security services, emergency alerts, and communication systems;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S4_lv2_3d21cdca4]		(4) prevention of and response to sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence, and stalking, including Title IX rights and reporting procedures;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S5_lv2_aec00f3c5]		(5) the role and contact information of the institution’s behavioral intervention team or threat assessment team, if applicable;
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S6_lv2_16772f8d9]		(6) bystander intervention strategies and safe reporting practices; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S7_lv2_96a2331e6]		(7) information on campus mental health resources and crisis response protocols.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SD_lv1_4dcd43b90]	(D) Institutions may tailor their training to the unique needs, size, and resources of their campuses, and may include additional topics as considered appropriate.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820SE_lv1_19d367d21][bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S1_lv2_715390840]	(E)(1) Before January thirty‑first of each academic year:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820Sa_lv3_7a8f91e06]			(a) each public college and university shall submit an annual report to the Commission on Higher Education; and
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820Sb_lv3_6e072d35d]			(b) each technical college shall submit an annual report to the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N820S2_lv2_774bbeca0]		(2) The report required in item (1) must include a summary of the student safety training program, the methods of delivery, and any associated training materials.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N830_33a95fe7b][bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SA_lv1_4c9470136][bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S1_lv2_538bc6d80]	Section 59‑101‑830.	(A)(1) Beginning with the 2027‑2028 School Year, each institution of higher learning shall submit its annual security report required by federal law and the summary analysis described in subsection (B) to the Commission on Higher Education or the State Board of Technical and Comprehensive Education, as appropriate, and the South Carolina Law Enforcement Division no later than October thirty‑first of each year. The annual security report and the summary analysis described in subsection (B) shall cover the time period of January first through December thirty‑first of the preceding calendar year.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830S2_lv3_ecd63ed22][bookmark: up_7525dfa1]		(2) Each institution, the Commission on Higher Education, the State Board of Technical and Comprehensive Education, and the State Law Enforcement Division shall make reports required pursuant to this section available on their websites and provide a summary to the House Education and Public Works Committee and the Senate Education Committee no later than December first each year.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SB_lv1_695bd38b4]	(B) Each institution shall compile and report a summary analysis as required in Section 59‑101‑830(A), to include the number of criminal reports alleging homicide, sexual assault, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, motor vehicle larceny, and arson reported to have occurred on property owned, leased, or controlled by the institution. The annual summary analysis shall, to the extent possible, report whether the alleged victim and alleged offender were affiliated with the institution at the time the crime was reported.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SC_lv1_6531e7e5c]	(C) Upon a request by the Speaker of the House, the Chairman of House Education and Public Works, the President of the Senate, or the Chairman of Senate Education for interim campus safety or crime reporting data, the institution must provide the requested data within thirty calendar days after receipt of the request.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SD_lv1_1cabe05ac]	(D) Nothing in this section may be construed to require disclosure of personally identifiable information or information that would compromise an ongoing criminal investigation.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N830SE_lv1_69eac04a5]	(E) Nothing in this section may be construed to limit, modify, or otherwise affect the duties of institutions of higher learning or relieve any institution from complying with all applicable federal reporting and disclosure requirements.

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N840_f2c5cd2e7][bookmark: ss_T59C101N840SA_lv1_b84eb9fe2]	Section 59‑101‑840.	(A) Each institution shall make publicly available on its website its campus safety plan or plans, to the extent that such plans are not confidential, sensitive, or otherwise protected from public disclosure under state or federal law.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N840SB_lv1_99f1514fa]	(B) If an institution does not currently have a campus safety plan, it shall develop and implement one in coordination with the institution’s public safety director, president, and board of trustees. The institution shall then post the nonconfidential portions of the plan on its website.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N840SC_lv1_eac74f192]	(C) Institutions must review and update their posted safety plans at least once per academic year. A posted safety plan must include the date of its issuance and most recent update if any update has been made.
[bookmark: ns_T59C101N850_6c9038a2f][bookmark: ss_T59C101N850SA_lv1_ca6048ed5]	Section 59‑101‑850.	(A) The Commission on Higher Education and State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education shall maintain a record of the annual reports required pursuant to Section 59‑101‑820(E) and Section 59‑101‑830.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N850SB_lv1_33d92dddb]	(B) By December first of each year, the Commission on Higher Education and State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education shall determine whether each institution under its respective purview has complied with the provisions of this article for that calendar year.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N850SC_lv1_f2c7dbbfc]	(C) By January first of each year, the Commission on Higher Education and State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education shall notify the chairmen of the House Education and Public Works Committee and the Senate Education Committee of any institutions not in compliance with the provisions of this article.

Opioid and fentanyl prevention education and awareness

[bookmark: bs_num_2_3416743b0][bookmark: dl_5ecc7fccb]SECTION 2.	Chapter 101, Title 59 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:

[bookmark: ns_T59C101N440_70bfebf64][bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SA_lv1_b22f146c3]	Section 59‑101‑440.	(A) Beginning with the 2027‑2028 School Year, each public institution of higher learning in this State shall make opioid and fentanyl prevention education and awareness information available to enrolled students. Education may be provided in person or electronically and must include information on recognizing an opioid overdose, appropriate response including contacting emergency services, and the legal protections available to people who seek medical assistance or render aid in good faith pursuant to Section 15‑1‑310 and the South Carolina Overdose Prevention Act.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SB_lv1_45b68436a]	(B) The information required by subsection (A) must be posted on a publicly accessible portion of each institution’s internet website for viewing by students, parents, and legal guardians.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SC_lv1_20ae82d7a]	(C) Each institution of higher learning shall provide training on the administration of naloxone or other opioid overdose reversal medication to staff assigned to work in student residence halls. The training may be incorporated into existing training programs.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SD_lv1_c9ad9baef]	(D) For the purpose of assisting a person at risk of experiencing an opioid‑related overdose, an institution of higher learning may obtain, possess, store, and maintain naloxone or other opioid overdose reversal medication pursuant to a standing order, statewide protocol, or other lawful mechanism authorized under the South Carolina Overdose Prevention Act, and may make the medication available for use in responding to a suspected overdose on property owned or controlled by the institution.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SE_lv1_ab4664eef]	(E) A person who, in good faith and in accordance with training, administers opioid overdose reversal medication pursuant to this section is entitled to the immunities and protections provided under Section 15‑1‑310 and the South Carolina Overdose Prevention Act.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440SF_lv1_770acfda4]	(F) For purposes of this section:
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S1_lv2_e3a91dfc9]		(1) “Institution of higher learning” is defined pursuant to Section 59‑103‑5.
[bookmark: ss_T59C101N440S2_lv2_a119ec3ee]		(2) “South Carolina Overdose Prevention Act” means Chapter 130 of Title 44.

Time effective

[bookmark: bs_num_3_lastsection][bookmark: eff_date_section]SECTION 3.	This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

Ratified the 14th day of May, 2026.

Approved the 15th day of May, 2026. 
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